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AP PSYCHOLOGY COURSE SYLLABUS

Stephenson High School

Course 45.0160000
	Teacher(s): Angela C. Woods 
Phone Number: 678-676-4283
	Email: Angela_C_Woods@fc.dekalb.k12.ga.us
Website: getpsyched.weebly.com

	Semester: Spring 2012
Tutorial Days: Tuesday and Thursday
	Textbook: Psychology 8th Edition By: David G. Myers

	Textbook Website:
	

	www.worthpublishers.com/myers8e
	Tutorial Hours: 3:15 to 4:15

	Textbook Price: $ Current Value 
Location: Room 118
	

	


"Human beings can alter their lives by altering their attitude of mind"

---William James (a famous psychologist)
Department Philosophy: Social studies educators teach students the content knowledge,

intellectual skills, and civic values necessary for fulfilling the duties of citizenship in a participatory

democracy and foster an appreciation for the diverse cultures, histories, and potential of all mankind.

Course Description:  Using the four goals of psychology: Describe, Explain, Predict, Control,

this course helps students to better understand their own behavior in addition to the behavior of others.

This course examines both heredity and environmental factors that influence mental processes and

human behavior. AP Psychology is geared toward the college bound student. This class will be taught in a manner similar to an introductory college psychology course. Because so many topics will be discussed during this semester, large amounts of reading will be required. Psychology is an interesting

and fun science, but to do well you will need to dedicate yourself to all required assignments. Students

who accept the challenge of AP Psychology will leave the class with a new, more scientifically based

view of people and become better thinkers and consumers.

Course Prerequisites: n/a
GPS Standards/QCC Objectives: 
In addition to the course objectives listed below by the APA, my main objective in teaching this

course is to prepare students to score at least a 3 on the AP Exam offered by the College Board in

May.

As listed in the APA High School Program: Statement on the Curriculum for the High School

Psychology Course, the course objectives are listed below.

1. Students should study the major core concepts and theories of

psychology. They should be able to define key terms and to use these terms in their everyday

vocabulary. Students should be able to compare and contrast major theories in psychology. It

is impossible to cover all the material in class, therefore it is imperative that you keep up with

your reading and assignments in order to be prepared for each test.

2. Students should learn the basic skills of psychological research. They should be able to devise

simple research projects, interpret and generalize from results, and evaluate the general validity

of research reports.

3. Students should be able to apply psychological concepts to their own lives. They should be

able to recognize psychological principles when they are encountered in everyday situations.

4. Students should develop critical thinking skills. They should become aware of the danger of

blindly accepting or rejecting any psychological theory without careful, objective evaluation.

5. Students should build their reading, writing, and discussion skills.

6. Students should learn about the ethical standards governing the work of psychologists. They

should maintain high ethical standards and sensitivity in applying the principles of psychology

to themselves, other peoples, and other organisms.

Course Outline:

	Unit 1:
	Introduction to Psychology: Theories, Theorists, and Research
	
	7 days
	Unit 1 Test

	Unit 2:
	Biological Bases of Behavior
	
	8 days
	Unit 2 Test

	Unit 3:
	Life Span Development 
	
	7 days
	Writing Assessment

	Unit 4:
	Sensation and Perception
	
	8 days
	Unit 4 Test

	Unit 5:
	States of Consciousness , Learning, Memory
	
	12 days
	Unit 5 Test

	Unit 6:
	Thinking, Language, and Intelligence
	
	8 days
	Essay 

	Unit 7:
	Motivation, Emotion, and Stress
	
	10 days
	Unit 7 Test

	Unit 8:
	Personality
	
	5 days
	Writing Assessment

	Unit 9:
	Abnormal & Social Psychology
	
	15 days
	Unit 9 Test


Grading Scale:

	Area
	Percentage
	Area
	Percentage

	Tests
	40%
	
	Classwork
(Activities, Notebooks, Homework )
	10%


	Quizzes
	20%
	
	Final Exam
(Cumulative Final Exam)
	15%


     Reading/Writing


            10%
       Projects




5%
Course Requirements: 
· Read and outline each chapter of the text (I will give you tips before the first reading

assignment)

· keep a library of note cards covering the vocabulary

· take notes in class

· do outside readings

· conduct simple experiments and analyze the data

· write essays, create projects, use the internet

· participate in class discussions and group work

· take practice tests, write rubrics, score essays, and learn strategies for test-taking

· attend class—choose class over senate, student government activities, or other school

fun stuff (just say no to missing class)

Important Dates:

Progress Reports (Every Three Weeks)

AP Exam – May 7, 2012
Required Materials: 
Book List (Outside Readings)

· Dibs: In Search of Self

· The Man Who Mistook His Wife For a Hat

· Sybil
· 5 Steps to a 5(AP Psychology)

Be creative in obtaining these books. It is NOT necessary to pay full price. Some resources are listed below. 

· Book Nook II (used book store), located at the intersection of Lawrenceville Hwy and Indian Trail, 4664 Lawrenceville Hwy, Lilburn, GA 30047  (770) 564-9462

· Books For Less, located in the Pleasant Hill Kroger Shopping Center, 2180 Pleasant Hill Road,   

Duluth  (770) 623-6884                                                                                               

· www.Amazon.com -- new and used books can be purchased online

· Dekalb County Public Library; also, the school library
· Students who took my course last year
A 3 ring binder; notebook paper; a folder for handouts; notebook dividers;

3x5 cards for flashcards, (the kind on the spiral ring work very well); and pencils & pens.

The dividers should be labeled as listed below:

1. Lecture Notes

2. Classwork/Homework

3. Quiz Results

4. Test results

5. Warm Ups

6.  Misc. (charts, graphs, diagrams, articles, experiments)

•All assignments should be neatly kept in designated section of notebook

•All assignments should be placed in notebook in chapter order

•Various films, research articles, and supplementary materials will be used

•Outside reading, including research articles, fiction, and nonfiction will be required.

•A reading list and/or handouts will be provided.

Classroom Rules:

In addition to the school rules, the following rules will also apply in the classroom:

1. Show Up: On time and ready to begin.

2. Have a Plan: Come with book, notebook, agenda, pencil and paper EVERYDAY.

3. Execute the Plan: Use time wisely and accomplish all that you can.

4. Be Polite: Be respectful at all times to self and others    
Classroom Expectations:  You are expected to:

1. Abide by the classroom and school rules. 

2. Be in class, seated, and prepared for class to begin before the tardy bell rings.
3. Pay attention, take notes, and participate in class discussions, demonstrations, and activities.

4. Be here daily and on time.  When you miss a day, you miss a lot.

5. Give me an honest effort everyday.

6. Be responsible for getting your own makeup work.  It must be done promptly!

Make-up Policy: Homework is due at the end of class and should be placed in the homework tray before the tardy bell rings.   All make-up work (homework, classwork, tests, and quizzes) can be found in the unit handouts section of the homework tray or on my website.  If you are absent it is YOUR responsibility to get your make-up work in, I will not ask for it. You have one week to complete your make up work. ALL WORK MUST BE TURNED IN THE MAKE-UP TRAY.
Late Work Policy:  There is no such policy on the Advanced Placement level.  
*The teacher reserves the right to alter this syllabus at any time in order to maximize student achievement and success.  Students will be notified if the syllabus is revised.

AP PSYCHOLOGY
Course Syllabus

Stephenson High School

Spring 2012
A. Woods
Your child received the course syllabus on the day they entered my classroom.  He/she was instructed to read and sign the course syllabus and to have a parent sign it also.  

I understand and will follow this Spring 2012 AP Psychology Syllabus.

___________________________




______________

Student Signature






Date

I understand and support my child’s Spring 2012 AP Psychology Syllabus.

___________________________




______________

Parent Signature






Date


Parent Information 

____________________________________________________
Parent(s) or Guardian Name

_______________________________

______________________________
Home Phone Number




Alternate Phone Number

________________________________________________________________________

Parent(s) E-mail Address

Contact Preference (Circle One):  Phone or E-Mail

Comments for Ms. Woods:


Ms. Woods’ Contact Information – Parents please write this information down.

Voicemail: (678) 676-4283
E-mail: angela_c_woods@fc.dekalb.k12.ga.us or mswoods1913@yahoo.com 

Class Website: getpsyched.weebly.com
